
 

The summer of 2009 was an amazing time of physical training and spiritual growth for more than 275 south Puget Sound area 

kids.  Not only did athletes experience top-notch training in their sport, but they also heard from coaches about the joy and  

satisfaction of having a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  All camps were offered on a donation basis. 

 

BASEBALL CAMPS   

Reality Sports ran four weeks of commuter baseball camps in June and July at Curtis High School 

( U niversity Place, WA ) .  Over 150 kids, ages 7-14, came out for instruction in fielding, hitting, and 

throwing over the course of the four weeks.  Many kids came out for multiple weeks of camp.  

Coach Tim Kuykendall along with a staff of RS coaches and speakers presented a sequence of 

Gospel messages during each week of camp.  Players were able to hear from coaches and profes-

sional baseball players about how baseball is a great game in which we ought to strive for  

excellence, but that it doesn t compare to personally knowing Jesus Christ.  The first  

message of every camp was the Reality , or truth, that 

there is a God who made us with value and  

purpose, and He made us to be in relationship with Him; that 

our deepest joy would come from knowing Him and giving 

glory to Him rather than ourselves.   Many kids came forward 

during the camps to pray and receive a Bible, most of whom 

had never owned one.  Practicing fundamentals, scrimmaging, 

and investigating a relationship with Jesus encompassed four 

powerful weeks of baseball camp.  Look for even more  

baseball camps in the summer of 2010.  

www.realitysports.org  
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TENNIS TEAM  

The Reality Sports summer tennis team practiced and competed throughout the month of July.  Fifty area 

boys and girls, ages 7-18, practiced three times each week and played in tournaments at the end of the 

week.  Players worked diligently with head coach Damon DeLapp and assistant coach Nicole Simon to 

improve their serve, ground strokes, net play, and footwork through drills that were  competitive and  fun. 

As a result, RS crowned three champions at the end-of-the-season tournament.  

   Laura Miculinich Beginning Girls 14 Singles 

   Lauren Redman and Ann Nelson Advanced Girls 18 Doubles 

   Logan DeLapp Beginning Boys 10 Singles 

The focus for the summer message series  was "Being A  

Champion .  Coach DeLapp used 1 Timothy 4:8 as the theme 

verse for the month, 

F or physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for 

both the present life and the life to come. 

Topics such as dealing with failure, serving other people, understanding discipline, and treasuring the 

grace of God through Jesus Christ were broken down by Coach DeLapp in the daily messages..  

 

WRESTLING CAMP  

Over 50 area wrestlers convened on the mats at Bonney Lake High School for a 4-day  

commuter camp the last week in July.  Large and small group technique instruction allowed kids 

of all ages and ability levels, from beginners to state champions, to improve their collegiate  

wrestling skills.  Wrestlers worked hard learning, drilling, and live wrestling for 5 hours each day.  

Coaches Matt Johnson and Darren Faber shared 

testimonies about their walk with Jesus, while Brian 

Peterson presented daily messages about our 

darkened hearts due to sin ( t he black in the RS color scheme ) , the love of Jesus Christ in 

shedding his blood and dying in our place for our sin ( the red in the RS colors ) , and the result-

ing cleansing and purification from sin ( white )  that we receive by trusting in Jesus.  Many 

wrestlers came forward on the last day of camp to pray with a coach to confess their sin, trust in Jesus, and receive a Bible.  So many came 

forward to pray that there weren t enough Bibles to go around!     

 

SOFTBALL CAMP   

The first-ever Reality Sports Softball Camp saw 14 girls brave 100 degree temperatures to be  

physically and spiritually trained by an outstanding coaching staff.  Past Pacific Lutheran University 

coaches, Rick and Leanne Noren, and past PLU player, Justine Peterson, brought drills,  

scrimmages, and some fun on the Slip n  Slide (what better way to work on sliding?!) to the 

campers.  Coaches led discussions at the end of each day regarding the value of physical training 

( 1  Timothy 4:8 ) , but, more importantly, the eternal value of godliness.  Since Jesus was God in 

the flesh and died in our place for our sin, we receive His godliness when we trust in Him.  Martin 

Luther called this the Great Exchangeour sin for his perfection.  Pretty cool trade!  A handful 

of girls prayed to receive this great gift of godliness through Jesus and received their first Bible.   

 

OUTDOORS    

Lead guide Eric Wakefield and apprentice guide Jordan Tremper, kicked off the summer 

backpacking trips the second weekend in August with a group of 7 sophomore guys from 

Auburn High School.  Some of the participants had never been camping before.  They hiked 

5 miles in to Summit Lake in the Mt. Rainier National Park to experience God s creation 

and consider His love for them.  The two-day, one-night trip s focus was Experiencing 

God .  Campers spent some time alone considering such topics as salvation and prayer 

and then came back together to discuss what they had experienced. 

 

Four wrestling dads and their five 9 and 10-year old sons were led by guide Brian Keller to Dorothy Lake, Aug. 21-

23, in the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest.  Fathers and sons had a blast hiking, geocaching,  

eating, and spending quiet time together in the Word and prayer.     

 

Eric Wakefield finishes off the month of August by taking two groups from the YES Foundation, an urban 

ministry in Seattle, on trips.  Participants will have time to soak in God s amazing creation during their 

weekends on the trail. 

COMING THIS FALL 
 

High School Pre-Season  

Wrestling Training 

 

Oct. 5th Nov. 11th, 2009 

Mondays and Wednesdays 

6:00-7:30 pm 

Fife High School  

Grades 9-12 

 

Pre-register at 

www.realitysports.org 
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Brian Peterson 
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  Betsy Hall 
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Outdoors 
Eric Wakefield Director/Guide 

Josh Hall Guide 

Brian Keller Guide 

Jordan Tremper Guide 
 

Tennis 
Damon DeLapp Head Coach 

Nicole Simon Assistant Coach 
 

Baseball 
Tim Kuykendall 

Harold Schulz 

Lloyd Cherry 

Jeff Bethke 

Jared Simon 

Jeff Cherry 

John Pagel 

Brian Lidyard 

Korey Sites 

Eric LamBeau 

Terik Gofinch 

J.C. Erhardt 

Jordon Grangruth 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

2009 
  

  August 

2     Tacoma Rainiers Chapel 

8-9       Outdoors Trip Auburn 

   High School Guys 

16     Tacoma Rainiers Chapel 

18  Tacoma Rainiers 

   Bible Study 

21-23   OutdoorsTrip YES  

   Foundation Girls 

21-23 Outdoors Trip Father-Son 

   Wrestling 

22  2010 Baseball Team  

   Tryouts 

29        2010 Baseball Team 
   Tryouts 

28-30    Outdoors Trip YES  

   Foundation Guys 

 

   September 

3  Tacoma Rainiers Bible

   Study 

6  Tacoma Rainiers Chapel 

19  Service Project 4US             

   Tacoma Bike Ride 

 

Check the RS website for complete 

information on all upcoming events. 
 

 

Tim Kuykendall speaks to the players at the end 
of a day of camp. 

Tacoma Rainiers player, Matt Tuiasasopo, 
poses with an RS camper after sharing at 
camp. 


